Percutaneous enterogastric tube dislodgement in tetraplegics.
Case reports describing abdominal complications following percutaneous enteral gastric (PEG) tube placement in three tetraplegics. The aim was to increase provider awareness of PEG tube dislodgement as a complication in tetraplegics. Spinal cord injury center, Veteran's Administration hospital. The charts of three spinal cord injured veterans with tetraplegia were reviewed for clinical presentation and radiographic findings supporting the diagnosis of acute abdominal complications following PEG tube dislodgement. PEG tube dislodgement in tetraplegics can present with occult findings and lead to disastrous outcomes if the diagnosis is delayed. PEG tube dislodgement should be considered in tetraplegics who develop even subtle abdominal complaints, especially if the injury is complete. Further assessment with computed tomography (CT) scans or fistulograms should be considered to help with decision making.